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Kuelong Completes Survey Lo
410 Antarctic Expediton

By Staff Reporters

The ocean team of Chinese icebreaker Xuelong, also
known as Snow Dragon, finished the ocean survey tasks of
China's 42nd Antarctic Expedition on February 19, with the
last acoustic release transponder retrieved from the Ross Sea.

Zhang Haifeng, head of the team, said they carried out a
comprehensive survey of the hydrological environment, ma-
rine organisms, marine chemistry and atmospheric environ-
ment in the Amundsen Sea, the Ross Sea and nearby waters.

Survey of penguin habitats was conducted simultane-
ously.

The work started on January 24, with the team battling
unfavorable weather with wind and snow, thick fog, surging
waves and severe ice conditions. Focusing on the key ele-
ments of the marine ecosystem, they deployed and retrieved
subsurface moorings, used new type krill trawls, and made
observations using disposable conductivity- temperature-
depth instrument, Zhang said.

The team retrieved four sets of ecological buoys and de-
ployed four new sets. Abundant biological samples were also
collected, including krill, midwater fish and benthic organ-
isms, which will help understand the nutrition structure of
key pelagic species as well as track and understand the chang-
ing trend of key populations.

The mission used new technologies and new equipment.
The polar ecological buoys were equipped with domestically
produced acoustic and optical detection modules, which en-
able sequential continuous observation for a long time in the
ocean under ice.

Antarctic krill are very sensitive to climate and ecologi-
cal environment changes. For example, the reduction of sea
ice could threaten their food sources and habitat, and the ris-
ing seawater temperature could trigger their retreat to higher
altitude.

The new type of improved krill trawl has a multi-layer
design, which increased catch rates and facilitated monitoring
krill distribution across different water layers, according to Li
Shuai, head of the quarter deck working group.

The team analyzed the regularity of krill distribution,
their interannual variations, feeding habits, and trophic rela-
tionships within the food chain. The objective is to promote
sustainable utilization of biological resources and protection
of marine environment in the Southern Ocean, Li said.

As a member of the Convention on the Conservation of
Antarctic Marine Living Resources, China is contributing re-
search data and scientific solutions, which not only help eval-
uate krill resources, but are also crucial to understand how cli-
mate change influences polar ecosystems, according to Li.

The ocean team members of Xuelong and summer team
members of the Qinling Station will board the vessel to the
Port of Hobart in Australia, and then fly back to China.

Xuelong will sail to the Zhongshan Station in east Ant-
arctica for subsequent tasks.
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Humanoid robots play football in Wuhan city, Hubei province, February 24, 2026. A variety of electric vertical takeoff and landing air-
craft and humanoid robots made their debut at an event in Wuhan, showcasing the province's latest achievements of low-altitude
economy and artificial intelligence. (PHOTO: XINHUA)
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Development of 4th Gen OLED Screens

By Staff Reporters

High energy efficiency, long lifespan
and high color purity have always been
essential to the display industry. Howev-
er, furthering the success of Organic
Light-Emitting Diode (OLED) beyond con-
ventional low-luminance display applica-
tions used to be hampered by the low
power efficiency (PE) at high luminance.

With more than 10 years of commit-
ment, scientists from Tsinghua Universi-
ty, in collaboration with domestic enter-
prises such as Visionox Technology Inc.,
have demonstrated the strategic imple-
mentation of an exceptionally high- PE,
high-luminance OLED, using a phosphor-
assisted thermally activated delayed fluo-
rescence (TADF)- sensitized narrowband
emission. They ultimately achieved mass
production and commercial application
of the fourth-generation OLED adopting
phosphor-assisted TADF-sensitized fluo-
rescence (pTSF).

Breakthrough luminance strategy

Previously, OLED technology had ad-
vanced to the third generation, and the
breakthrough to high PEs was made pos-
sible by wusing phosphorescence and
TADF emitters. However, a problem with
OLEDs remained unresolved, namely the
tendency for efficiency to decrease with
increasing luminance, known as efficien-
cy roll-off.

Duan Lian, a chemistry professor at
Tsinghua University, recalled that in
2011, when the third- generation TADF
materials from abroad had made a break-
through, he found the weakness of TADF
materials after careful research, and pro-
posed a solution to the exclusion of high
PE and high luminance — instead of us-
ing a TADF emitter, using TADF materi-
als to sensitize the energy transfer to
high-color-purity fluorophores.

Deriving from their previous work
on pTSF, the Tsinghua research team un-
veiled a breakthrough strategy for OLEDs

Report for Spring Festival

[nnovation Unleashed: From Smart Cities, Trains to Rockets

By Staff Reporters

China's innovation journey never
stops. From the AI-powered smart city
ecosystem in Xiong'an and Shandong's
gram-precision commercial rocket assem-
bly to Datong's digitally transformed lo-
comotive factories, sci-tech innovation is
reshaping the country's development
landscape.

Xiong'an: A model of innovation

In the Zhongguancun Science Park
in Xiong'an New Area, the R&D team of
Mech- Mind Robotics, a company that
makes industrial 3D cameras and Al-pow-
ered software for intelligent robotics, is
upgrading its intelligent production line.
Since settling in Xiong'an in 2024, the
company has attracted numerous talents

in the field of AL

"In Xiong'an, there are changes ev-
ery quarter, even every month," the com-
pany’ s representative Ma Xiaogian said.
Xiong'an's Al and other application sce-
narios are strengthening the foundation
for smart cities and helping companies
develop.

Currently, over 750 companies have
signed agreements to operate the 33
themed buildings in Xiong'an, forming a
distinctive development model of "one
building, one industry."

The "upstream and downstream" in-
dustrial ecosystem, where adjacent build-
ings are essentially connected, has led to
a high concentration of innovative ele-
ments in Xiong'an. Algorithm develop-
ment, computing power support, and ap-

to fully exploit the potential of a high PE
under a high luminance, which was im-
plemented on the basis of a multiple sen-
sitized narrowband emission from a
pTSF emitting layer, constituting ternary
components: a TADF sensitizing- host, a
phosphor- assistant and a multiple reso-
nance (MR) emitter.

As a consequence, pTSF devices
could realize a 100 percent exciton utili-
zation in a sub-microsecond-scale, which
greatly relieved the critical issue of PE
roll- off with increasing luminance, high-
lighting the potential for the continued
success of OLEDs beyond conventional
low luminance display applications.

Expanding color gamut

The team started by developing the
pTSF red light, which significantly in-
creased the lifespan of the device. How-
ever, the project was once again halted
as no breakthrough was made in the key
narrowband red light material.

See page 4

plication scenarios are all condensed
within a single building so that compa-
nies can collaborate on innovation with-
out leaving the premises.

This model has not only reduced
communication costs and improved inno-
vation efficiency, but also acts as a gravi-
tational field attracting industrial clus-
ters.

Rich scenarios such as smart trans-
portation, ecological protection, and digi-
tal governance are also boosting the ap-
plication of new technologies and indus-
tries, becoming an important engine for
cultivating new quality productive forces.

In the underground utility tunnels,
inspectors use a smart city system to re-
motely inspect the neatly arranged pipe-
lines. See page 2

International Cooperation

APEC 'China Year to Boost
Regional Prosperity

Edited by LU Zijian

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi called for building a
prosperous and stable Asia-Pacific at the opening session of
the First Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 2026 Se-
nior Officials' Meeting (SOM), held recently in Guangzhou,
south China's Guangdong province.

The first SOM and related meetings took place from Feb-
ruary 1 to 10 in Guangzhou. They were the first official event
China held as host of APEC in 2026.

The APEC "China Year" adopted a theme of "Building an
Asia- Pacific Community to Prosper Together." It carries for-
ward both APEC's consistent vision and reflects a deeper com-
mitment to further elevating regional cooperation, based on
the achievements already made, Wang said.

China will focus on the three priorities of openness, in-
novation and cooperation, and advance the following key
tasks: firmly upholding one main goal, exploring two key
pathways, accelerating three major transformations, and
deepening multifaceted cooperation.

"We should be more determined than ever to hold high
the banner of building an Asia- Pacific community and ex-
plore objectives and a roadmap for community- building in
the period ahead," Wang said.

He encouraged parties to advance the process of building
a free trade area of the Asia-Pacific and improve the network
of connectivity, saying the APEC connectivity blueprint for
2015- 2025 proposed at the 2014 Beijing meeting has already
delivered important progress. "We should build on that,"
Wang said. See page 3

WEEKLY REVIEW

World's Smallest Ferroelectric Transistor Developed

A research team from Peking University has devel-
oped the world's smallest nano-gate ferroelectric transis-
tor that operates at an ultralow voltage of 0.6 volts, with
the physical gate size reduced to 1 nanometer. The de-
vice has achieved voltage compatibility between ferro-
electric memory elements and logic transistors. Their
study was published in Science Advances.
New Breakthrough in Optical Communications and 6G

Chinese researchers have achieved a breakthrough
in optical communications and 6G wireless technology
by realizing cross- network convergence between fiber-
optic and wireless communication systems. By integrat-
ing photonics with ultra-wideband devices, the research
team demonstrated seamless fiber- wireless operation at
record-breaking data rates.
Software Automatically Segments Brainstem Nerve Bun-
dles

A research team of MIT, Harvard, and Massachu-
setts General Hospital have developed an AI- powered
software capable of automatically segmenting eight dis-
tinct bundles of nerve fibers in the brainstem from any
diffusion MRI sequence. The tool offers a new window
into brainstem white matter pathways.
Revolutionary Long-term Data Storage System Created

Microsoft researchers have developed a data storage
system capable of preserving readable information for at
least 10,000 years, with the potential to last far longer.
The team used a high-energy laser to imprint deforma-
tions into a 3D chunk of borosilicate glass, the kind used
in ovenware.
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Cultivating New Growth Drivers in Service Consumption

Policy Express

By LI Linxu

In its latest move to boost consump-
tion, China has rolled out a work plan to
accelerate the cultivation of new growth
drivers in service consumption.

In recent years, China's consump-
tion structure has been shifting from
goods-dominant to a more balanced pat-
tern where service consumption plays
an increasingly prominent role, said
Kong Dejun, director general of the De-
partment of Trade in Services and Com-
mercial Services of the Ministry of Com-
merce.

Chinese people's expenditure on
services has emerged as a key driver of
China's high- quality economic growth.
From 2020 to 2025, per capita expendi-
ture on services grew at an annual aver-
age rate of 8.5 percent. In 2025, services
spending accounted for 46.1 percent of
per capita consumption, up 3.5 percent-
age points year- on- year, according to
Kong.

The growing vitality of service con-
sumption has been particularly evident
in the ice and snow economy. From No-
vember 1, 2025 to January 31, 2026, ski
resorts nationwide received a total of
118 miillion visits, including 1.255 million

Tourists have fun at a ski resort in Qingdao, Shandong province. (PHOTO: XIN-
HUA)

inbound visits, said Ai Yu, deputy direc-
tor general of the Sports Economy De-
partment of the General Administration
of Sport of China.

During the same period, robust
participation in ice and snow sports
spurred related consumption. Total
spending at ski resorts and surrounding
areas reached 69.15 billion RMB, while
the number of transactions reached

890 million, up six percent year- on-
year, according to Ai.

Looking ahead, China's service-con-
sumption sector is entering an impor-
tant strategic opportunity period, with
the potential to further lift the overall
consumption rate and drive high-quality
growth.

The role of inbound consumption
is also highlighted in the work plan.

Efforts will be made to strengthen
overseas promotion of entry policies
and inbound tourism, accelerate the
global coverage of online visa process-
ing, and enhance the convenience of im-
migration, residence, and overall entry
for foreigners.

In 2025, the number of foreign na-
tionals entering and exiting China via all
ports reached 82.035 million, up 26.4 per-
cent year- on- year. By the end of 2025,
nearly 13,000 tax-refund shops for over-
seas visitors operated nationwide, and
sales of tax- refund goods for overseas
travelers surged 95.9 percent in 2025,
said Yan Dong, vice minister of commerce.

More efforts will be made to in-
crease the number of tax-refund stores,
further optimize tax refund services,
and enhance convenience for overseas
visitors, so as to attract more inbound
tourists, Yan added.

Given its linkage to multiple ser-
vice- consumption sectors, the Ministry
of Transport will foster new growth
points through developing self- drive
tourism, promoting the high-quality de-
velopment of small- and mini-passenger
vehicle rentals, and expanding night-
cruise, yacht and cruise- ship consump-
tion, said Liu Dong,
deputy director general
of the ministry's Com-
prehensive Planning
Department.

New Standards for Low-altitude Economy Issued

By SUN Jin & YANG Xue

New guidelines setting out a com-
prehensive standard system for the low-
altitude economy were released jointly
in late January by China's Ministry of In-
dustry and Information Technology and
four other government departments.

The system, aimed at fostering sec-
tor growth through clear, unified rules,
is expected to be basically established
by 2027, according to the guidelines,
and by 2030, China will have estab-
lished over 300 standards for the low-al-
titude economy. This will form a struc-
turally optimized, advanced, rational,
and internationally compatible stan-
dards system.

The standards system aims to en-
compass the full industrial chain, includ-
ing low- altitude aircraft, supporting in-

frastructure, air traffic management,
safety oversight, and diverse application
scenarios.

Currently, in its nascent stage, the
sector is transitioning from pilot proj-
ects to scaled and standardized develop-
ment, with accelerated deployment
across the industrial chain.

"Clear technical guidance will help
reduce the costs of R&D, construction,
and operation for related enterprises,
bringing new opportunities for the low-
altitude sector," said Ding Haiyu, deputy
head of the China Mobile Research Insti-
tute.

The guidelines establish unified
technical pathways and standardize data
interfaces for low- altitude communica-
tion, navigation and sensing systems.

This is expected to facilitate the co-
ordinated networking of 5G- advanced

base stations and the accelerated maturi-
ty of integrated sensing and communica-
tion technologies.

To enhance safety oversight and op-
erational safeguards, the guidelines rein-
force requirements such as the "one
drone, one code" rule and real-name reg-
istration system.

Additionally, the guidelines clarify
performance indicators and testing
methods for low-altitude equipment and
infrastructure.

As a national initiative for a low-al-
titude economy standards system, the re-
lease of the guidelines strengthens the
institutional foundation for the sector's
high-quality development.

Ding added that the low-altitude in-
frastructure field is expected to enter a
more standardized phase of develop-
ment.

The establishment of technical
routes and standard requirements for
low- altitude networked communication,
sensing systems and high-precision navi-
gation networks will accelerate large-
scale deployment of low- altitude infra-
structure.

In addition, the networking and
safety requirements specified in the
guidelines will advance the compliance
upgrades in drone terminals.

Meanwhile, low-altitude industry ap-
plications are expected to scale up. For
example, in emergency rescue scenarios,
features like trusted access and real- time
communication will accelerate the com-
mercialization of appli-
cations such as low-alti-
tude emergency commu-
nications and medical
supply transportation.

Innovation Unleashed: From Smart Cities, Trains to Rockets

From page 1

Thousands of sensors act like loyal
sentinels, guarding the lifeline of this
city 24 hours a day.

From the digital brain in the cloud
to the multi- level underground infra-
structure project, Xiong'an has become
a vivid example of innovation- driven
green development, turning the blue-
print for the future city into reality.

Digitalization boosts train manu-
facturing

From the "Heping" steam locomo-
tive to the "Fuxing" intelligent locomo-
tive, CRRC Datong Co., Ltd. has pro-
duced countless locomotives for trains
traveling all over China. Digitalization
and intelligentization have given new vi-
tality to this cradle of traditional high-
end equipment manufacturing.

In the assembly plant of CRRC Da-
tong, automatic guided vehicles (AGVs)
come and go along electric screen cabi-
net manufacturing cell lanes. These cu-
bic, deft machines have greatly en-
hanced production efficiency.

When the AGVs come across operat-
ing staff in their routes, their sensors in-
stantaneously identify the "barrier" and
they stop. Only after the staff walk away
do the AGVs continue moving along

their preset routes to the destination.

When they stop there, trays carry-
ing materials like precision electrical
parts pop out automatically, no manual
handling is needed.

Liu Tao, an assembler at the facto-
ry, said the workers had to use forklifts
previously to transport materials. "The
factory floors are vast and the worksta-
tions scattered; so we had to make doz-
ens of trips a day. Our calves would
cramp from all the running," Liu said.

With the AGVs taking care of mov-
ing materials, the assemblers can focus
on precise assembly.

In the bogie factory, a click on the
command button of the operating plat-
form makes a mechanical arm slowly ro-
tate, securely grip the heavy vehicle
wheels and axles, lift them and precisely
position them into the wheel set assem-
bly machine.

The entire sequence is seamless,
with even the bolt tightening torque exe-
cuted with pinpoint accuracy, perfectly
meeting the process specifications.

Ten years ago, experienced crafts-
men were needed to do all this
work, said Song Wei, head of the
wheel set press fit workstation. With
the intelligent system, the production

plan, material information and techno-
logical parameters are all on screen,
and the system guides the operator
throughout the entire process with re-
al-time reminders.

"Following the system, even green
hands can do high standard work. Pro-
duction efficiency has increased by over
30 percent, and the production qualifica-
tion rate is nearly 100 percent," Song
said.

Weighing rockets to the gram

In a sunlit assembly hall in Hai-
yang, Shandong, workers are completing
final checks on the Gravity 1 Y3 launch
vehicle. Its core stage, four solid boost-
ers, and payload fairing will soon be inte-
grated into the world's most powerful
all- solid rocket, scheduled to fly in the
first half of this year.

One of the last steps is weighing
each major component, a process locally
called zhang cheng, or "taking the mea-
sure."

Crane operator Dong Lei carefully
lifts the 10- meter-long, multi-ton core
stage and moves it onto a high-precision
scale. The reading must be accurate to
within 0.1 kilogram.

"Even a small weight difference can
affect the flight path," explains Wang

Wugqin, deputy director of the test cen-
ter. Engineers reweigh every part to ad-
just flight software based on the actual
mass, which can vary due to coatings or
assembly materials.

What sets Gravity 1 apart is its
"three- and- a- half stage" design: three
stacked solid cores with four strap- on
boosters. This configuration, rare among
commercial solid rockets, enables flexi-
ble mission planning. Future flights
could use zero, two, or four boosters, or
even switch to liquid ones.

But bundling boosters creates a
tough challenge. They must stay firmly
attached during ascent, then separate
sideways without shaking the core. The
joint between the booster and the core
handles about 200 tons of force while
enduring intense vibration and heat. If
the materials fail, the parts could fuse to-
gether and prevent separation.

"This isn't just mechanics," Wang
says. "It combines structural design, ma-
terials, control systems, and aerodynam-
ics, all at once."

Currently, only China's Long March
rockets use this technique. Gravity 1 is
the first commercial all-solid rocket in
the country to master it, filling a key gap
in domestic space capability.

Global Journal Observatory

JAT: Enabling Analytical
Chemistry to 'See' Deeper

By TU Hailing

Detecting trace pollutants in envi-
ronmental monitoring, tracking drug me-
tabolism in the body for precision medi-
cine, and elucidating the composition
and structure of new materials — these
seemingly unrelated applications all rely
on the same discipline: analytical chem-
istry.

Analytical chemistry bridges the
macroscopic and microscopic worlds,
and is often called the "eyes" of science
and technology. With these "eyes," peo-
ple can distinguish objective facts from
subjective conjectures through precise
detection data. The more advanced the
technology of the "eyes," the deeper our
understanding of the world becomes. My
team and I aim to enable these "eyes" to
see even deeper, clearer and farther.

The Journal of Analysis and Testing
(JAT), the first international English aca-
demic journal on analytical chemistry in
China, was launched in 2017. The journal's
academic influence has steadily in-
creased. Itisnowranked in the Q1 category
of the Clarivate Journal Citation Reports
and has become a pivotal journal in the
international analytical chemistry field.

A simple, original aspiration has
consistently driven our progress: to en-
able analytical chemistry to better ad-
dress the challenges of our time.

Fulfilling academic missions

As awareness of the harm caused
by emerging pollutants to society and
the environment grows, the rapid identi-
fication and detection of these pollut-
ants has emerged as a critical challenge
in global environmental governance.

Our team held an in- depth discus-
sion in 2024 and in 2025, we launched a
special issue titled Identification and De-
tection of Emerging Pollutants to address
the challenges of managing emerging pol-
lutants. It featured cutting-edge research
from renowned experts worldwide.

By integrating multidisciplinary ap-
proaches such as materials science, bio-
technology and Al, this issue provided
solutions to key bottlenecks in current
detection methods, including slow re-
sponse times, insufficient accuracy and
difficulties in real- time monitoring,
while advancing technological innova-
tion in pollutant detection.

Promoting interdisciplinary collab-
oration

When diseases lurk deep within the
human body, how can we detect them
earlier, pinpoint their locations more ac-
curately, and minimize harm to healthy
tissues? This is a long- standing chal-
lenge in medicine, one where analytical
chemistry can make a meaningful contri-
bution.

Near- infrared I/Il region optical
technology, with its superior penetration
capabilities and reduced side effects, en-
ables deeper and clearer visualization
within the body. Combined with photo-
thermal or photosensitization effects, it

Journal Review

Analytical chemistry, as a funda-
mental measurement science, serves
as a key driver in advancing numer-
ous cutting-edge technological fields.
The rapid development of JAT is a viv-
id testament to the vitality and global
influence of this discipline.

The success of JAT lies in its com-
mitment to the concept of high-level
internationalization in journal opera-
tions. By establishing an international
editorial board and a rigorous peer-re-
view process, the journal has created a
platform for sharing knowledge,
which fosters intellectual exchange
and collaborative innovation among
scientists worldwide.

Journal of
Analysis and Testing

Front cover of the Journal of Analysis
and Testing, Volume 9, Issue 4.
(COURTESY PHOTO)

facilitates targeted intervention in le-
sions, emerging as a key direction in
next-generation precision medicine.

In 2023, we curated a special issue,
Near- infrared I/II Theranostics, to sys-
tematically review this cutting- edge
field, focusing on the interdisciplinary
integration and innovation of chemistry,
materials science, optical imaging and
biomedicine.

The issue comprised multiple re-
views and research papers authored by
domestic university research teams. It
elucidated how interdisciplinary collabo-
ration can overcome the limitations of
traditional diagnostics and treatments,
addressing clinical pain points such as
the difficulty in locating deep-seated le-
sions, the side effects of treatment, and
the challenges posed by drug- resistant
bacteria.

Although it will take time for these
achievements to transition from labora-
tory to clinical practice and truly benefit
patients, the path forward is now clear.

Driving disciplinary development

Reflecting on JAT's nine-year jour-
ney, I am increasingly convinced that an-
alytical chemistry is valuable not only in
advancing technology, but also in re-
sponding to the demands of the times.
From environmental governance to pre-
cision medicine, and from new material
development to energy transformation,
analytical chemistry is moving from
"backstage" to "frontstage."

Looking ahead, JAT will uphold the
principles of "precision, interdisciplin-
ary approach, practicality, and interna-
tionalization." We foster deep integra-
tion between analytical chemistry and
fields such as biomedicine, materials sci-
ence and environment and energy, there-
by advancing scientific research from
methodological innovation to industrial
application.

We look forward to collaborating
with scholars worldwide to advance our
disciplines and contribute to scientific
efforts to address global challenges.

The author is the editor-in-chief of
the Journal of Analysis and Testing.

JAT also proactively addresses
global issues such as public health
and environmental governance by or-
ganizing cutting-edge special issues to
guide disciplinary directions. This
demonstrates the high sense of re-
sponsibility of academic journals in
serving the scientific community.

Looking ahead, I hope JAT will
continue to strengthen its role as a hub
for global communication in analytical
chemistry, not only publishing high-
level papers, but also inspiring new
ideas and fostering new consensus.

—— Wang Haizhou, a member
of the Chinese Academy of Engineering
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Absurdity! Blaming Northvolt's Collapse on China

Clear Voice

By LIANG Yilian & HU Dingkun

Recently, some Swedish media out-
lets have claimed that untested Chinese-
made machinery was responsible for the
bankruptcy of the country's well-known
battery maker Northvolt. In response, a
spokesperson for the Chinese Embassy
in Sweden said that attributing North-
volt's bankruptcy to a Chinese equip-
ment supplier is baseless, completely un-
tenable, and a typical case of scapegoat-
ing and shifting blame.

Northvolt traces its origins to 2015,
when former Tesla executives founded
SGF Energy to develop batteries for elec-
tric vehicles. In 2017, it was renamed
Northvolt. Over the following years, it
raised more than 15 billion USD in fund-
ing, secured 50 billion USD in orders,
and announced plans to build six giga-
factories across Europe and North Amer-
ica. Its rise was meteoric, and its fall
abrupt. In November 2024 and March
2025, Northvolt filed for bankruptcy pro-
tection in the United States and Sweden,
respectively.

Rumors linking Northvolt's collapse
to Chinese machinery first surfaced in
September 2024. Lars Wilderidng, a best-
selling Swedish author, alleged in his
personal blog that the lithium-ion bat-
tery production equipment supplied by
the Chinese company Wuxi Lead Intelli-
gent Equipment suffered from major de-
fects and had effectively "brought North-
volt down." Wilderdng even speculated
that Chinese firms had deliberately sabo-
taged Northvolt in order to acquire it af-
ter bankruptcy. Such conjecture, it must
be said, aligns more with his profession-
al background as a science-fiction novel-
ist than with industrial reality.

Even a basic application of common
sense shows how implausible it is to attri-
bute Northvolt's failure to Chinese equip-

The road to Northvolt's stalled battery plant in Heide, Schleswig- Holstein,
Germany, October 2025. (PHOTO: VCG)

ment suppliers. Wuxi Lead Intelligent
Equipment is a global leader in new-en-
ergy manufacturing equipment. In 2024,
its orders accounted for 22.4 percent of
the global market, with certain products
holding a market share exceeding 65 per-
cent worldwide. All equipment exported
to the European Union strictly complies
with international standards and has
passed CE certification by independent
third- party agencies, fully meeting EU
safety and technical requirements.
Claims of "untested" machinery or "tech-
nical defects" therefore simply have no
validity.

Wuxi Lead Intelligent Equipment's
equipment is sold across multiple
countries and regions, and has long
served leading new- energy companies
in Germany, France, Hungary, and be-
yond. It maintains long-term partner-
ships with nearly all major global bat-
tery manufacturers, including CATL,
BYD, Tesla, and Samsung SDI. Addi-
tionally, its production lines operate
stably worldwide, recognized by inter-
national markets.

China Injects Momentum

Opinion

By Staff Reporters

The Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion (APEC) is the premier forum for eco-
nomic cooperation in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion, boasting the broadest membership
and greatest economic influence. China,
as an important member of APEC, a
leader in regional cooperation, a defend-
er of multilateralism, and the main en-
gine of the world economy, will host the
33rd APEC Economic Leaders' Meeting
in Shenzhen, Guangdong province in
November 2026, fully demonstrating the
responsibility of a world leader.

China will not only inject strong
momentum into regional cooperation
but also enhance certainty, stability, and
confidence in global economic recovery
and international collaboration.

This year also marks China's third
hosting of the APEC meeting. Chen Xu,
chair of the 2026 APEC Senior Officials'
Meeting (SOM), said that China hosted
APEC meetings in 2001 and 2014, leav-
ing an indelible mark on APEC's history.

In 2014, China advocated for jointly
building an Asia- Pacific partnership fea-
turing mutual trust, inclusiveness, cooper-
ation and mutual benefit. In 2020, China
systematically expounded on jointly
building an open, inclusive, innovative,
interconnected and mutually beneficial
Asia-Pacific community of shared future.

Notably, a Northvolt engineer with
the username "circuspabygget" wrote on
the U.S.-based forum Reddit that there
was no evidence of deliberate sabotage,
calling Wilderdng's claims pure conspira-
cy theory. In his view, the primary cause
of Northvolt's collapse was poor deci-
sion- making by management, especially
the persistent expansion projects made
despite output falling far below expecta-
tions.

The facts support this assessment.
From its inception, Northvolt devoted
enormous energy to media promotion,
fundraising, and aggressive expansion,
while failing to establish even the
most basic manufacturing capabilities.
Manufacturing performance relies on
far more than machinery alone. Ac-
cording to an investigation by Swedish
newspaper Norran, Northvolt's produc-
tion lines were plagued by manage-
ment chaos and chronic inefficiency.
Insiders also revealed that up to 80
percent of its products failed to meet
quality standards, largely due to funda-
mentally flawed process design.

China has actively participated in
practical cooperation across various
fields under the APEC framework, and
cooperated with all parties to foster an
open economy in the Asia-Pacific, Chen
said.

From geopolitical tensions to eco-
nomic fragmentation, today's world is
facing complex challenges. Unilateralism
and protectionism are on the rise, and
the international economic and trade or-
der is facing severe challenges. The Asia-
Pacific region is facing decisions about
its future direction, and international co-
operation is also facing the test of either
advancing or regressing.

Against this backdrop, China's role
as the host of the APEC 2026 meeting
carries significance that extends far be-

Shield Machine Boasts 'Smart Brain'

Hi-Tech

By QI Liming & YU Huiyou

Researchers of Hunan University to-
gether with China Railway Construction
Industry Co., Ltd., have developed an in-
telligent system for shield tunneling op-
erations, risk prevention and control. In-
stalled in the super- large diameter
shield equipment, the system offers the
shield machine a "smart brain" capable
of precise control and risk prevention.

During underground excavation, it
is difficult for humans to precisely con-
trol the operating parameters of the

shield machine, which can easily lead to
risks such as instability of the excava-
tion surface, excessive surface subsid-
ence, and imbalance of the shield ma-
chine's structure. With this intelligent
system, the shield machine learns to au-
tonomously identify the geological con-
ditions and predict risks, ultimately
achieving precise decision-making.

The system can also provide real-
time warnings for potential hazards to
the shield machine, offer intelligent deci-
sions on excavation parameters, and
make excavation operations in complex
geological conditions more stable and ef-
ficient.

Currently, in the Shanghai metro
construction project, the accuracy of pa-

rameter- assisted decision- making of
this intelligent system exceeds 90 per-
cent, and it can control the deviation of
the shield machine's excavation position
to within 30 millime-
ters.

In the Guangzhou
intercity rail project,
equipment fault diagno-
sis and intelligent oper-
ation and maintenance
efficiency have in-
creased by 20 percent
because the system,
compared to the tradi-
tional method of trou-
bleshooting by refer-
ring to documents.

The resulting soaring costs and rev-
enue losses were inevitable. As financ-
ing dried up, the company collapsed. Sta-
tistics show that between January and
September 2023, Northvolt lost over 100
million USD per month, yet delivered on-
ly 79.8 megawatt- hours of batteries —
less than 0.5 percent of its planned 2024
capacity.

In fact, Northvolt's fate was clear
from the very beginning. According to
The Aleph Report, a European technolo-
gy news outlet, for a company claiming
to revolutionize green energy cells,
Northvolt's leadership team had no actu-
al experience in this field. Not a single
senior executive had built a battery fac-
tory before, let alone a competitive cell
manufacturing business.

This raises an obvious question:
how did a company with no expertise se-
cure tens of billions of dollars in fund-
ing? Here, too, the "China factor" played
a role. Northvolt consistently promoted
its mission as helping Europe achieve
battery self- sufficiency and reduce reli-
ance on China. By politicizing industrial
development, it successfully attracted
backing from several European govern-
ments and investment institutions

The irony is striking. A company
that championed independence from
China in fact imported large quantities
of machinery and raw materials from
China — only to have some media out-
lets then blame its collapse on Chinese
equipment.

Northvolt's bankruptcy has inflict-
ed heavy losses on investors and dealt
a serious blow to the development of
Europe's new- energy industry. Sweden
can draw lessons from this fiasco, aban-
don protectionist and one-sided think-
ing, and stop spreading misinformation.
Only by adopting a rational and prag-
matic approach can China and Sweden
advance mutually beneficial coopera-
tion in the new-energy sector and joint-
ly safeguard the stability and smooth
functioning of global industrial and
supply chains.

into APEC Cooperation

yond APEC itself, and even beyond the
Asia-Pacific region, Chinese Vice Foreign
Minister Ma Zhaoxu said.

For the 2026 APEC "China Year,"
openness, innovation and cooperation
are three priorities. "Openness" refers to
developing an open economy, opposing
protectionism, and promoting trade and
investment liberalization and facilitation.

"Innovation" indicates upholding
an innovation-driven development mod-
el, advancing new quality productive
forces, and creating new growth drivers
for APEC cooperation.

"Cooperation" involves leveraging
the comparative strengths of APEC econ-
omies, enhancing policy synergy and ex-
perience exchanges to achieve mutual
benefit.

This has helped to increase equipment
utilization by 12 percent and boost the
monthly progress of typical working con-
ditions by five percent.

Intelligent operation interface display of the shield
machine. (COURTESY PHOTO)

Voice of the World

China Moves Ahead in
Humanoid Robotics

By Staff Reporters

During the annual Spring Festival
Gala this year, one of the most-watched
television programs in the world, hu-
manoid robots captivated audiences
with performances that included syn-
chronized martial arts, acrobatics and
cultural choreography.

Robots manufactured by domestic
companies such as Unitree Robotics, Gal-
bot, Noetix and MagicLab executed com-
plex moves alongside human performers.

According to Al Jazeera, the perfor-
mance showcased China's rapid prog-
ress in humanoid robotics, a field
whose long-term potential is seen pri-
marily in industrial and agricultural ap-
plications.

"People should absolutely be taking
these robots seriously," Reyk Knuhtsen,
an analyst at SemiAnalysis, told CNBC.
"After this Spring Festival Gala demon-
stration, they're becoming visibly more
lean, fluid, and capable."

In an online CNBC report, Sam Alt-
man, CEO of the U.S.-based OpenAl, de-
scribed the progress of Chinese technol-
ogy companies as ‘“remarkable" and
"amazingly fast" across many fields, in-
cluding Al and robotics, speaking about
competition in emerging technologies.

Altman said Chinese firms are ad-
vancing quickly and in some areas are
"near the frontier" of innovation.

These comments come amid in-
tense global competition to develop gen-
eral Al and integrate advanced Al into
industry, services, and national infra-
structure.

According to research firm Omdia,
China accounted for about 90 percent of

global humanoid robot shipments in
2025 and Morgan Stanley projects that
China's humanoid sales will more than
double to 28,000 units this year. This in-
dicates that China will continue to domi-
nate this sector worldwide.

Scholars say China's advantages in
hardware supply chains, application sce-
narios, and policy support make it well
prepared for a new wave of technologi-
cal revolution represented by embodied
intelligence.

"The fundamental advantage that
China has is a nearly vertically integrat-
ed robotics value chain: from the rare
earths and high- performance magnets
to the physical components, and the
batteries," Zornitsa Todorova, head of
thematic FICC research at Barclays, told
CNBC.

As Chinese manufacturers push
technological boundaries, the govern-
ment is promoting frameworks for glob-
al Al governance, advocating interna-
tional cooperation on safe and ethical
deployment of Al

China has put forward initiatives
such as the Global Artificial Intelligence
Governance Initiative and proposals for
international Al cooperation organiza-
tions to develop global norms around
the technology.

A recent editorial in Nature said
that an Al arms race will not guarantee
greater safety or prosperity for people.
All parties need to reach a consensus on
Al safety and its use. The article also em-
phasized that China's proposal to estab-
lish a World Artificial Intelligence Coop-
eration Organization should be wel-
comed, and researchers and authorities
around the world should engage.

On February 13, 2026, a bionic robot performs a dance in the carriage of
Train T48. (PHOTO: XINHUA)

APEC China Year' to Boost Regional Prosperity

From page 1

Digital, smart and green transforma-
tions driven by innovation represent
new growth drivers for APEC economies
and the sure path to sustainable develop-
ment, Wang said, calling on APEC mem-
bers to actively build science, technolo-
gy and innovation partnerships and fos-
ter an open innovation ecosystem.

The strength of digital technologies
to advance practical cooperation in
cross- border e- commerce, data flows,
and smart customs should be fully lever-
aged. Efforts should also be made to pro-
mote people- centered Al and AI for
good, and build greater consensus on
how Al can empower growth and on Al
governance rules. In addition, green and
low- carbon development should be ac-
celerated, and more cooperation initia-
tives put forward in clean energy, green
minerals, environmental protection and
related fields, according to Wang.

He also said there is a need to
deepen practical cooperation across
wide-ranging areas of governance that
are integral to development, while bear-
ing in mind the diversity among APEC
members. In response to the common

development challenges confronting the
entire Asia-Pacific region, practical coop-
eration in fiscal, transportation, tourism,
public health, aging, food security and
other fields should be deepened, Wang
said.

China will host approximately 300
related activities throughout the year, in-
cluding SOMs and ministerial meetings.
The 33rd APEC Economic Leaders' Meet-
ing will be held in Shenzhen, Guang-
dong province in November.

SOMs are the main channel for ad-
vancing APEC cooperation and prepar-
ing deliverables for the Leaders' Meet-
ing, and will be held in Guangzhou,
Shanghai and Dalian in February, May
and August, respectively.

Meanwhile, ministerial meetings
will be responsible for driving pragmatic
cooperation processes in various sectors
of APEC. From May to October, there
will be around 10 ministerial meetings
held in cities across China, covering
fields such as energy, transportation, dig-
ital economy, food security, human re-
sources, trade, finance, tourism, small
and medium-sized enterprises and wom-
en's affairs.
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Two Sessions Special

Foreign Experts: Chinas Innovation Fcosystem to Benefit the World

By LONG Yun & BI Weizi

As China's 2026 Two Sessions ap-
proach, the global community is look-
ing not just for economic targets, but
for insights into China's unique devel-
opment path, a path defined by people-
centered development, open scientific
collaboration, sustainable green transi-
tions, and the harmonious coexistence
of deep cultural roots with frontier
technology.

"How can a civilization honor Li-
angzhu while racing ahead in quantum
computing, microchips and AI?" asked
Shahbaz Khan, director and UNESCO
representative to the Regional Office for
East Asia.

For Khan, who has been visiting
China since 1999, the answer lies in a
unique coexistence that defines the na-
tion's modernization. Recalling a time
when "China was still catching up with
the rest of the world," Khan said he is
struck by the "consistency of effort"
seen today. "People work hard and they
also cherish family, tradition and festi-
vals," he said. "There's a balance be-
tween ambition and humanity."

For Khan, China is a living model
where "science serves society, innova-
tion lifts communities, and progress is
measured not just in patents or GDP, but
in human dignity." "That's the beauty of
China," he remarked.

Foreign experts framed their ex-
pectations for the upcoming Two Ses-
sions within this broader context of
balanced and human- centric develop-
ment. They anticipate that the policies
discussed will not only drive technolog-
ical breakthroughs but also institution-
alize the open ecosystems and sustain-
able practices that allow this unique
"Chinese model" to flourish and con-
tribute globally.

The Five-hundred-meter Aperture Spherical Radio Telescope in southwest
China's Guizhou province on January 25, 2026. (PHOTO: XINHUA)

Francesco Faiola, an Italian re-
searcher at the Research Center for Eco-
Environmental Sciences of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences, has spent 12 years
in China, witnessing its transformation
from "a phase of rapid catch-up to one
characterized by systematic innovation."

His expectations are built upon this
solid foundation. He said recent policies
focus on regional integration initiatives
like the coordinated development of the
"Beijing- Tianjin- Hebei" region and
"Yangtze River Delta," signaling China's
clear intention to build collaborative in-
novation ecosystems rather than isolat-
ed "peaks" of scientific excellence.

He welcomed the ongoing establish-
ment of an open governance framework
grounded in clear rules. "Clear rules in-
spire far greater confidence for long-

Traditional Eastern Wisdom

term collaboration than ambiguous dis-
cretion," Faiola said.

Regarding the 15th Five- Year Plan
(2026-2030), Faiola observed that China's
commitment to international collabora-
tion is evolving from "one-way introduc-
tion" to a deeper model of "two-way ex-
change" and "joint ecosystem building."
Chinese scientists are already taking a
leading role in global discussions on eth-
ical standards for stem cell research,
marking a shift from "participant" to
"contributor."

Building on this positive momen-
tum, Faiola anticipates continued em-
powerment for major international sci-
entific programs jointly led by Chinese
and foreign teams. Citing global research
on emerging pollutants as a prime exam-
ple, he said such collaborations will

significantly enhance China's growing
influence in shaping the global scientific
agenda.

Confident in the ecosystem's cur-
rent vitality, Faiola highlighted its prov-
en ability to provide a complete pathway
"from curiosity-driven research to real-
world impact," empowering global tal-
ent to translate discoveries into solu-
tions for shared human challenges.

Extending this vision of systemic
strength to the critical field of sustain-
ability, Muhammad Salman Nasir, a 37-
year- old Pakistani scholar and associ-
ate professor at Tianjin University, said
China is already "playing a pivotal role
in advancing global carbon neutrality."

Nasir  highlighted China's key
strength: its ability to "integrate nation-
al policy with academic and industrial
innovation, enabling rapid scaling of
technologies like green hydrogen, solar
fuels, and carbon -capture." He de-
scribed China's research system, marked
by strategic funding, interdisciplinary
collaboration, and effective pilot- to- in-
dustry pathways, as a valuable model for
other nations.

Regarding the 15th Five-Year Plan,
Nasir expressed confidence that propos-
als for building a new energy system
and developing a circular economy will
further reinforce these strengths, en-
abling China to continue leading global
efforts in sustainable technological in-
novations and offering a replicable
blueprint for the world's green transi-
tion.

The perspectives of the three ex-
perts illustrate a comprehensive expecta-
tion that the Two Sessions will not only
refine the mechanisms of scientific col-
laboration and green development but
also continue to foster the unique har-
mony that makes China's path to mod-
ernization so distinct.

Siku Quanshu: Largest Collection of Chinese Books

By BI Weizi

The Siku Quanshu or the "Complete
Library in the Four Branches of Litera-
ture," is a Chinese encyclopedia commis-
sioned during the Qing dynasty by the
Qianlong Emperor. Commissioned in
1772 and completed in 1782, the Siku
Quanshu is the largest collection of
books in imperial Chinese history, com-
prising 36,381 volumes, 79,337 manu-
script rolls, 2.3 million pages, and about
997 million words.

The initial compilation of the Siku
Quanshu began with the Siku Quanshu
Zongmu Tiyao bibliography, which was
completed by 1773. The first workable
drafts were completed in 1781. These in-
cluded bibliographical information on all

the works included in the Siku Quanshu
in full, as well as a large number of
works that are mentioned only by title.

As indicated by its title, the Siku
Quanshu has four categories, which ref-
erence the divisions of the imperial li-
brary: "Classics or Jing(£%)" is the canon
ramified by Confucius since the Han dy-
nasty (202 BC-220 AD); "Histories or Shi
(51" is the collection of works related to
history, geography, official positions, po-
litical affairs, and biographies; "Masters
or Zi()" are texts focusing on philoso-
phy, arts, and sciences; "Letters or Ji(5)"
contains literature such as poetry and
personal letters, and writings meant for
the masses.

In the course of editing, a large num-
ber of corrections were made to local re-

cords. Personal documents, often describ-
ing the actions of noteworthy local peo-
ple, were often included in the Annotat-
ed Bibliography of the Four Treasuries if
their contents could be verified through
central government records. In the Siku
Quanshu itself, documents that could
not be verified were often included by ti-
tle only. Even officially sponsored writ-
ings, such as local gazetteers, were not
safe from the scrutiny of the compilers.
Medical knowledge was often docu-
mented through case studies, on the
model of 25 instances in Sima Qian's Re-
cords of the Grand Historian, which
combined narrative with analysis.
Similarly, works on philosophy
took Huang Zongxi's writings as their
model, though they came to be divided

into two types: "archival," meaning
scholarly articles, and "cultural," mean-
ing Buddhist koans. Because authors
and previous compilers had not consid-
ered philosophical works to form part of
historical records, the compilers of the
Siku Quanshu redefined the classifica-
tions in several compilations and set
boundaries based on authors' biogra-
phies and the purposes of their writings.

The Siku Quanshu was the largest
cultural project in ancient China, provid-
ing the most systematic and comprehen-
sive summary of classical Chinese cul-
ture. It exerted tremendous influence on
later academic circles, both in terms of
methods for collating ancient books, re-
covering lost texts, textual criticism, and
bibliography.

Development of 4th Gen OLED Screens

From page 1

Since the red light is hard, Duan res-
olutely switched the direction of R&D to
green light material. The turning point
came in 2019, when the team developed
narrowband green fluorescent materials,
a world first, solving the core compatibil-
ity problem of "bright color" and "high
exciton utilization rate," making pTSF
technology feasible in manufacturing,
Duan said.

To promote a technology from labs
to industry requires in- depth coopera-
tion among multiple parties. The Tsing-
hua research team, in collaboration with
material manufacturers such as Jiangsu
Sunera Technology Co., Ltd. and Eternal
Material Technology, developed narrow-
band green fluorescent materials that

can be mass- produced and meet com-
mercial specifications. Visionox was re-
sponsible for the optimization of device
structure and process, to realize the
mass production of the new generation
of OLED screens.

Through over three years of collabo-
ration, the research team have continu-
ously adjusted the material combina-
tions and formulation plans, making
screens equipped with high PE pTSF de-
vices reduce power consumption by
over 12 percent and increase lifespan by
15 percent, and expanding the color gam-
ut from the conventional DCI-P3 stan-
dard to the broader BT.2020 standard.

Industrialization of pTSF technol-
ogy

However, mass production was con-

fronted with the challenges of equipment
adaptation and process optimization.

The emitting layer of the previous
generation of devices was composed of
two components and could be produced
by a dual-source evaporation process. Li
Guomeng, an expert in devices from Vi-
sionox, said that the new pTSF device
consists of three components and a three-
source co-evaporation process is needed.

The change of production process
requires a large number of meticulous
adjustments and optimizations. For ex-
ample, internal layout adjustments, tem-
perature and humidity control, and air-
flow parameter settings could all direct-
ly affect the stability, yield and cost of
the process.

"Even though we have made a lot

of preparations, the performance of
mass produced pTSF devices remains un-
known. Many new technologies often
perform well in the laboratory, but prob-
lems arise during mass production," Li
said.

After hundreds of adjustments and
optimizations, Visionox completed the
technology verification process in 2023.
In 2024, the company further upgraded
the pTSF technology, continuously im-
proving the quality. In the fourth quar-
ter of 2025, OLED screens based on
pTSF technology had entered mass pro-
duction and began to be applied to the
latest domestic flagship models.

The industrialization of pTSF tech-
nology has driven the collaboration of
the upstream and downstream enterpris-
es in the fields of organic materials and
evaporation equipment, an overall im-
provement of the domestic display in-
dustry supply chain.
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Chinese New Year:

Tradition Meets Tech in Year of Horse

By Staff Reporters

The celebrations across China at
the start of the New Year of the Horse
showcased a festival that honored an-
cient customs while embracing modern
innovation and welcoming the world.

From the tropical shores of Hainan
in south China to Beijing's historical
temple fairs, this Spring Festival demon-
strated how the Chinese New Year con-
tinues to evolve while maintaining its
cultural core of family reunion and har-
mony.

Traditional customs meet modern
flair

Liakhova Albina, a Russian social
media influencer based in Hainan, deco-
rated her apartment with traditional cou-
plets on paper, shopped for festive
goods, and prepared a grand reunion
dinner.

She shared these experiences on-
line, introducing her international fol-
lowers to Chinese traditions.

"This Spring Festival, I felt warmth
that crosses borders," she said and her
sentiment echoed across the country.

Celebrations have become creative
nationwide. The China- chic market at
Journey to the West Paradise in Huai'an,
Jiangsu province in east China, a theme
park dedicated to the classic Chinese
novel Journey to the West, was an illumi-
nating example of that. So was water
town Wuzhen's popular tech- powered
light show in Zhejiang province, also in
east China.

The horse zodiac has inspired a
wave of cultural and creative products.
In Gansu province in the northwest, arti-
sans made embroidered horse paintings,
seal carvings, and cloisonné ornaments
based on local horse culture.

"The zodiac culture is an important
carrier connecting public emotions,"
said Diao Jinuo, vice dean of the Cul-
ture and Tourism Integration Innova-
tion Research Institute at the Commu-
nication University of China. "The pop-
ularity of Horse Year products reflects
the maturing of festival derivative mar-
kets."

Technology enhances festival expe-
rience

Technology has added new dimen-
sions to traditional celebrations. In Xia-
men, Fujian in southeast China, a digi-
tal intangible cultural heritage event
along the century-old Qilou arcade re-
galed visitors with overseas Chinese re-
mittance history, lacquer line carving,
and Gezai opera through AR and VR
technologies.

A "human- robot dance" perfor-
mance streamed online to over 100,000
viewers.

"We add technological elements to
intangible heritage to innovate the pre-
sentation and inheritance of traditional
culture," said Lin Gonghua from Zhix-
ing Mozuo Artificial Intelligence Tech-
nology Co.

Humanoid robots appeared in multi-
ple Spring Festival celebrations, including

the CMG Spring Festival Gala.

Technology has empowered cultur-
al tourism: Beijing's Haidian Science
Temple Fair featured robot storytellers;
thousands of drones painted horse imag-
es in the night sky over the majestic
Hengshan Mountain in Hunan in central
China, while the Shanghai Science and
Technology Museum collaborated with
the Palace Museum in Beijing to produce
a Horse Year exhibition using naked-eye
3D and AL

Many people used Al to create per-
sonalized couplets, custom greeting vid-
eos, and even digitally include departed
loved ones in family photos.

Chinese New Year goes global

International interest in experienc-
ing the Chinese New Year firsthand con-
tinues to grow. Renata, a Mexican visi-
tor, traveled to Beijing with her family
during the holiday. At a traditional court-
yard house, she tried making dumplings,
writing "fu" or good luck characters,
and creating a sugar-painting horse after
learning she was born in a year of the
horse.

"The charm of Chinese New Year
lies in different meaningful activities
each day, completed together with fami-
ly — joyful and warm," Renata said.

As a super intellectual property of
Chinese culture, the Spring Festival is
boosting China's appeal as a global
tourism destination. According to the
National Immigration Administration,
optimized visa- free policies and con-
sumption stimulus measures are expect-
ed to drive bidirectional growth in out-
bound and inbound tourism, with daily
border crossings exceeding 2.05 million
passengers, up 14.1 percent from last
year.

In 2024, "Spring Festival — Social
Practice of Chinese People Celebrating
Traditional New Year" was inscribed on
UNESCO's Representative List of the In-
tangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.
The festival's core values of reunion and
harmony resonate globally, becoming a
shared cultural carnival.

Nearly 20 countries have designat-
ed the Spring Festival as an official pub-
lic holiday, with approximately one-fifth
of the world's population celebrating in
various forms.

To welcome the Year of the Horse,
themed galas and temple fairs were held
at the UN headquarters in New York,
and other primary UN campuses such
as Frankfurt in Germany, and across Bra-
zil, where the annual carnival coincided
with Chinese New Year.

Foreign social media users shared
videos of posting fu characters and mak-
ing dumplings.

Shahbaz Khan, director and UNES-
CO representative to the Regional Office
for East Asia, said Spring Festival cele-
brations invite people worldwide to
share joy with an open and inclusive at-
titude. The intangible heritage of the
Chinese New Year builds bridges for
cross- cultural dialogue and conveys the
concept of common prosperity.

Humanoid robots dance at the Chinese New Year gala at the UN head-
quarters in New York. (PHOTO: XINHUA)
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